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   T H E   R A V E N   W O R K S   F I E L D   G U I D E   S E R I E S▲

[ WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS ]

WILDFIRE MITIGATION
STRATEGIES
Start at the home. Work outward. Maintain what you create.

VOLUME

2
▲

Wild��e mitigation �educes the conditions that allow embe�s, �ames, and �adiant heat to ignite a home. �e st�ongest app�oach 
combines home ha�dening with thoughtful fuel management.

Selective fuel reduction can improve wild�re resilience while preserving a healthy, forested se�ing.

  ZONE 0●
0-5 FEET
�� high�st-priority ar�a. K��p ignition sourc�s 
away from th� structur�.

  ✓ Us� noncombustibl� mat�rials n�xt to th� 
hom�.

  ✓ R�mov� n��dl�s, l�av�s, �r�wood, and oth�r 
d�bris.

  ✓ K��p branch�s from ov�rhanging roofs or 
d�cks.

  ZONE 1●
5-30 FEET
R�duc� fu�l continuity so �r� int�nsity 
d�cr�as�s as it approach�s.

  ✓ S�parat� tr��s and shrubs bas�d on sit� 
conditions.

  ✓ Prun� low�r limbs and r�mov� ladd�r fu�ls.

  ✓ K��p grass�s short and r�mov� accumulat�d 
d�ad mat�rial.

  ZONE 2●
30-100+ FEET
Manag� th� broad�r for�st for h�althi�r 
structur� and r�sili�nc�.

  ✓ �in crowd�d or d�clining v�g�tation 
s�l�ctiv�ly.

  ✓ Br�ak up continuous surfac� and canopy 
fu�ls.

  Retain healthy diversity, habitat, and✓  
erosion protection.

  START HERE✓
  ✓ Cl�an roofs, gu&�rs, d�cks, and th� bas� of �xt�rior walls.

  ✓ Mov� �r�wood and combustibl� storag� away from structur�s.

  ✓ Insp�ct v�nts, siding, windows, d�cks, and a&ach�d f�ncing.

  ✓ R�visit tr�at�d ar�as �v�ry s�ason and a(�r major wind 
�v�nts.

  THE RAVEN WORKS PERSPECTIVE▲
Good mitigation is not simply removing trees. It is a site-speci�c process 
that reduces pathways for �re while retaining healthy trees, wildlife 
habitat, privacy, and the character of the land.

Begin with the structure, address the most consequential risks �rst, 
and maintain the work as the forest changes.
Guidance basis: Colorado State Forest Service Home Ignition Zone 
recommendations.

  IN THE FIELD◉
��ee pa�e�ns �epeatedly shape p�actical mitigation p�io�ities on Colo�ado F�ont Range p�ope�ties:

START CLOSE
Small ignition sources beside the home can 
ma�er more than distant fuels.

BREAK CONTINUITY
Separate surface, ladder, and canopy fuels so �re 
has fewer connected pathways.

PLAN TO MAINTAIN
Needles return, grasses regrow, and new 
branches develop; mitigation is ongoing.


